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Fresh Somali piracy threat to shipping
unlikely to end soon, UN warns

International and regional cooperation holds the key to limiting the
danger from ship seizures, according to expert panel
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Pirates try to board the bulker Abdullah.
Photo: Atique IA Khan/Facebook
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The risk to commercial shipping from piracy off the Somali coast remains high
but is unlikely to reach the levels seen 15 years ago, according to a United Nations
report.

Armed guards on board ships and improved international cooperation have been

key to keeping down attacks, said a five-strong UN expert panel investigating
Somali-based Islamist group Al-Shabaab.

Read more

Terrified seafarers quitting as piracy threat rises,
psychologist says

Attacks on commercial shipping in international waters resumed in November
for the first time in 18 months when pirates boarded the Greek-managed 50,000-
dwt tanker Hellas Aphrodite (built 2016) about 1,000 km off the African coast.

The attack failed after the tanker’s crew barricaded themselves in the citadel until
a Spanish warship arrived and discovered the pirates had fled. The frigate later
captured the pirate group’s mothership to disrupt their operations.

Hijackings were down sharply in the year to October 2025, compared with the
previous 12 months, with four successful hijackings of fishing vessels and dhows
in Somali territorial waters, according to the UN experts. The previous year saw
25 attacks.


https://www.tradewindsnews.com/people/terrified-seafarers-quitting-as-piracy-threat-rises-psychologist-says/2-1-1920619
mailto:paul.peachey@tradewindsnews.com

Stay up-to-speed on shipping with TradeWinds'
Daily Newsletter

Get daily updates on the stories shaping the industry View newsletters

The UN said crew were held for only three to six days, suggesting that this was
because of greater pressure put on the pirate groups owing to better cooperation
between regional and international bodies.

A further opportunist attack saw local fishermen break open a container and
steal 49 machine guns from the deck of the 2,838-dwt general cargo ship Sea
World (built 2005) while the ship was drifting off the coast of Puntland in July.
Nearly 30 of the guns were later recovered.

In the year to October, authorities arrested five pirate suspects. They included the
alleged accountant for a pirate group behind the seizure of a bulker, the 58,100-
dwt Abdullah (built 2015), in March 2024.

Read more

Christiania Gas celebrates safe return of nine abducted
crew members

The ship and its crew were released after more than a month following the
reported payment of a $5m ransom, the report said.

It added: “It is unlikely that pirate attacks will end soon, and the risk to both
commercial vessels and fishing dhows is still high.

“Piracy incidents are, however, unlikely to rise to the levels reached between 2008
and 2012” if international and regional cooperation continues and shipowners
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take adequate precautions.
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Read more

China's maritime law rewrite sharpens liability picture for shipowners

US seized VLCC with the clock ticking on judge’s warrant, court papers
show

US draws up hit list of Venezuela-linked tankers as more seizures
planned

Over 30 sanctioned tankers at risk of being seized by US after shock
VLCC detention

Venezuela denounces US tanker seizure as an act of piracy
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Greek owner plunges back into sale-
and-purchase market with Seacon

bulker buy
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LNG charter rates slide as year closes:
What does 2026 hold?
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Passengers to be removed from cruise
ship stuck on South Pacific coral reef
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Capital linked to big VLCC and bulker
year-end order feast at Hengli
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Sunken Russian cargo ship sparks
nuclear proliferation alarm
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Ships damaged in new Russian drone
attack on Ukrainian ports
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Hunted VLCC re-emerges mid-Atlantic
‘under new flag’
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China warns of VLCC adrift in the
South China Sea
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Hafnia signals Torm takeover intent to
forge $5bn company with 300 tankers
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Sanctioned tanker with Russian
naphtha runs Venezuela blockade
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Major law firm hit with $600m
racketeering charges as Eletson case
takes new twist
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Shipping’s newest trading force
considers evolution from tanker
operating to ownership
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Final Baltimore bridge costs ‘could
leave shipowners with huge bill’
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Salvors avert VLCC grounding after
South China Sea engine failure
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