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MOSCOW, Aug 12 (Reuters) - President Vladimir Putin said on Wednesday that Russia will respond in kind if ‌European countries start to seize Russian

merchant vessels and the commander of Russia's Pacific Fleet said his forces were ready to "inspect and detain" foreign vessels from what he called

hostile states.

The comments, which Putin made as he oversaw navy drills in Russia's far east, come as the EU tries to ​ratchet up pressure on Russia's so-called shadow

fleet, expanding sanctions against hundreds of vessels and detaining some ships and ​their crews for checks. Some European governments have said they
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are exploring tougher maritime enforcement measures against ⁠ships suspected of sanctions evasion.

The Reuters Daily Briefing newsletter provides all the news you need to start your day. Sign up here.

"We can see that the authorities of certain countries, in violation of international maritime law, are attempting to ​restrict the movement of our economic

operators’ vessels..., and have recently gone so far as to consider the possibility of seizing our ​vessels and selling off the property they have plundered

from us," Putin said.

"Naturally, this is nothing less than piracy and robbery. And if this begins to be put into practice, we shall be forced to respond in kind. And not

necessarily in those waters where raids on our ships and vessels ​are planned, but wherever we ourselves deem it necessary and appropriate."

Viktor Liina, commander of Russia's Pacific Fleet, told Putin that what he ​described as hostile countries such as Britain and France also transported

goods on vessels flying flags of convenience which - if the EU and Britain's own ‌language was ⁠used - could also be described as a "shadow fleet."

"Western states are actively using vessels flying the flags of third countries to transport cargo in their own interests. In essence, this constitutes their

shadow fleet," Liina told Putin.

"We have the capabilities to inspect and detain vessels belonging to unfriendly states and their shadow fleet; inter-agency coordination is in place, and

we are ready to tackle these tasks."

He said his ​fleet had carried out a detailed ​analysis of maritime traffic in ⁠the Asia-Pacific region and knew the routes, the cargo, and ownership of vessels

linked to unfriendly nations.

The Russian Foreign Ministry weighed in too, accusing the EU in a statement of using its naval ​force in the Mediterranean - named operation EUNAVFOR

MED Irini and originally launched to enforce a U.N. ​arms embargo on ⁠Libya - of carrying out unlawful inspections of foreign vessels.

It cited a search operation led by Italy which boarded a tanker from Russia's so-called this month, the second such operation in less than two weeks as

Europe intensifies scrutiny of vessels suspected of helping Moscow circumvent oil sanctions.

"Operation ⁠Irini is ​effectively being used by the European Union to intimidate commercial shipping companies and ​impede freedom of navigation. There

is a clear abuse of existing international legal norms and an expansive interpretation of its powers," the foreign ministry said.

"By resorting to ​such actions, the European Union is...bringing great dangers upon itself."

Reporting by Reuters; Writing by Andrew Osborn; Editing by Chizu Nomiyama and Keith Weir

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

Andrew Osborn

Thomson Reuters

As Russia Chief Political Correspondent, and former Moscow bureau chief, Andrew helps lead coverage of the world's

largest country, whose political, economic and social transformation under President Vladimir Putin he has reported on for

much of the last two decades, along with its growing confrontation with the West and wars in Georgia and Ukraine. Andrew

was part of a Wall Street Journal reporting team short-listed for a Pulitzer Prize for international reporting. He has also

reported from Moscow for two British newspapers, The Telegraph and The Independent.

Purchase Licensing Rights

Read Next

Suggested Topics:

World

8/13/26, 9:08 PM Putin says Russia will start seizing European vessels if its ships targeted | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/world/putin-says-russia-will-respond-kind-if-eu-nations-seize-russian-vessels-2026-08-12/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 2/9

https://www.reuters.com/newsletters/daily-briefing/?location=article-paragraph&redirectUrl=%2Fworld%2Fputin-says-russia-will-respond-kind-if-eu-nations-seize-russian-vessels-2026-08-12%2F
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/uks-starmer-says-armed-forces-intercepted-russian-shadow-fleet-oil-tanker-2026-06-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/seized-shadow-fleet-tanker-taken-waters-near-marseille-2026-06-26/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/italian-led-eu-force-boards-sanctioned-tanker-russias-shadow-fleet-mediterranean-2026-08-02/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reuters.com/authors/andrew-osborn/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/andrew-osborn/
mailto:andrew.osborn@thomsonreuters.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/

